Community Group Questions

Based on: Discernment in Community: God, Active in our Midst

Matthew 13:1-17
1. Has there been a significant time in your life when you specifically sought to discern the will of God? What did you do? Do you think you received direction? Are there times when you did not?

2. What are your biggest questions about discerning God’s purposes? Are you skeptical or cautiously hopeful? Or, do you easily accept that God leads and that we can know his leading?

3. In the telling of the parable of the Sower, Jesus refused give the interpretation to the larger audience? Was he excluding them or was he calling them to discern the meaning for themselves?   

4. Tim listed four assumptions we are making when we as a church enter a process of discernment:

a. That God acts with purpose in the World

b. That God is a revealing God – God reveals what his purpose is

c. That God invites us to participate in his purpose in the world

d. That we as a community of faith can hear and discern and act upon what God is doing among us

Do you agree that we assume these things? Do you accept these as reasonable assumptions? Are there any other assumptions that we make when we enter into a process of discernment?

5. We were left with three questions:

a. What do we understand to be God’s purpose in the world and the role of Christ’s church within God’s purpose?

b. What has God done in us as a community of faith that has made us we are? What are the events that shape our story? What are our values?
c. What is happening in our city and our community that draw you in, what concerns pull you forward; in what ways do you want to make a difference?

Talk about these as a group? 
