Community Group Questions

Discernment in Community

Romans 12
1. As you reflect on the sermon from Sunday and on this text what questions or thoughts arise for you regarding discernment in community?

2. Spend time reflecting on 12:1&2.  How do you understand the connection between these items, sacrifice, worship, renewing of the mind and discerning the will of God.

3.  Read and reflect together on v. 3-8 asking how could we grow as a community in our ability to discern as a body.  What things do we do well?    Where could we grow?

4. Craig VanGelder in a book called The Ministry of the Missional Church outlines  four stages of a Community Discernment process.  Read and reflect on these in light of the text in Romans as well as our own process at Kits regarding the church plant.

Attending - giving careful attention to the context of the church and the larger community.  This is Tim's question of, what is God doing in us and in our city?  And What does God want to do?

Asserting – what are the possible alternatives for action in this situation?  What do those alternatives for action say about what we believe theologically and what we believe in regard to social sciences in this area?

Agreeing – Prayer is a key agent in this phase of the process.  The outcome of this phase would be to come to agreement on the strategic action of choice in light of our theological foundations and social science insights.  In other words, coming to a place of clear understanding about how this action flows from God’s mission, agreeing on the timing of taking action and thoroughness of preparation for the action.

Action -  This involves the process of implementing the strategic action that was discerned and agreed upon.  Three other keys to the implementation process are:  

having a proactive communication strategy that keeps people informed as to what is happening.  

providing active prayer that supports the action that is being implemented

engaging in regular feedback regarding progress made which allows for adjustments to the process when necessary.
For Further Reading here is a bit of a bibliography on the topic of discernment:

Listening to God in Times of Choice by Gordon Smith

The Voice of Jesus:  Discernment, Prayer and the Witness of the Spirit  by Gordon Smith

Weeds Among the Wheat by Thomas Green

A Hidden Wholeness:  The Journey Toward an Undivided Life by Parker Palmer

“Spirit-Led Discernment and Decision Making” in The Ministry of the Missional Church       by:  Craig VanGelder
